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DECLI\RATION

We, the Women Le'o'derc' NefiuorkJrom APEC Economies, met ln Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysla to reafflrm our commltment to work together ln partrrershtp to meet current
challenges, aswell as challenges ln the newmlllenium to contrlbute towards achieving
sustalnability ln our ieglonal economic recovery, prosperit5r and development.

We met during a perlod of flnanctal and economlc turmoil ln theAPEC reglon. We are
sertously concerned by the dtsproportionate economic, Ilnanclal and social lmpacts
on womeir, an{ we believe that the full tmpact of the crlsls on women and women's
livelihoods has to be fullv understood and addressed.

We welcome the tead.rl' O."r*ution of 1997 when they agreed to "take speclfic
steps to reinforce the tmportant role of women ln economic development"; and, to
hold a Ministerial Meettng on Women "to take stock of the progress to date in involving
women in APEC's agenda and to determlne the next steps to integrate women into
the mainstream of APEC activlties".

We call upon APEC l,eaders and Mintsters to accelerate the lmplementation of our
recommendations from the flrst WLN meeting ln Manlla in 1996, and the second
WLN meeting in Ottawa-Hull, tn 1997.

We encourage APEC to contlnue integratlng gender throughout lt's work. We emphasize
the tmportance of elimlnating barrlers to the full partlcipation and contribution of
women to our respectlve edonomles.

We have examlned lssues related to the current economlc crlsis and tts lmpact on
women and women's businesses. We also discussed mlcro-, small and medium
enterprlses, tndustrlal science and technologr, and human rbsources development.
We are pleased to submit, in an annex to this Declaraflon, the key recommendations.

We congratulate the Confederatlon of the Women'q Brrciness Councils in APEC
Economies on the oecasion oJ its lo;uncn. as a catalyst to facilltate and enhance
buslness networking and partnershlps among women entrepreneurs.

Finally, we reafflrm the mandate and unique nature of WLN as a diverse network
comprlsed of women ln buslness, government, academe a+d civil society from all the
economies of APEC. We further emphaslze the importance of ensuring that WLN
remain fledble and responsive to changing clrcumstances, and. continue to be a
source of expertise to enhance the work of APEC.
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